




MERTON:
ASCFirstResponse@merton.gov.uk
020 8545 4388

KINGSTON:
020 8547 5005
adult.safeguarding@kingston.gov.uk

WANDSWORTH: 
020 8871 7707
accessteam@wandsworth.gov.uk

RICHMOND: 
020 8891 7971
Access.Team@richmond.gov.uk

It is important to:
• Identify Cuckooing at as early as possible by recognising the 

signs;
• Support a community response;
• Ensure the nature of ‘victim’ is recognised;
• Inter-agency sharing of information and co-operation is 

consistent throughout.

Cuckooing Legality:
• Under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, landlords or property 

managers can receive up to 14 years imprisonment or a 
substantial fine for having drugs residing at their property;

• The property may be seized or forfeited as well as 
prosecuted for money laundering;

• The premises may be ‘closed down’ and boarded up under 
the terms of a Premises Closure Order: (Section 76 Anti-
Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014)

Making a Referral Contact Details

Partnership working is essential in effectively tackling cuckooing 
and to prevent it re-occurring. Cuckooing is not a criminal 
offence in itself. To effectively tackle it, partner agencies need to 
share information and work together. 

• For a non-urgent police response, call 101
• In an emergency call 999
• CrimeStoppers 0800 555 111
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